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Beautiful yellow wagtail birds used to be a familiar sight in fields alongside the River 
Thames.  
 

Now the Yellow Wagtail Project is studying the insect population of fields beside the 
Thames Path at Clifton Hampden and Little Wittenham with the aim of restoring 
habitats for these delightful birds. 
 

They eat small insects and spiders found where cattle graze, and dip into the muddy 
edges of streams, the river and ditches to forage for insects.  
 

The floodplain meadows in south Oxfordshire are perfect places for the restoration of 
insect-rich habitats to attract the wagtails when they return to the UK from their 
winter homes in Africa. 
 

Research ecologist Sophie Cunnington is working with Dr Robin Buxton of Church Farm 
Partnership to find out more about the insects that live here now, and what 
improvements could be made to encourage the yellow wagtails to return to these 
meadows. 
 

The Yellow Wagtail Project is supported by Wild Oxfordshire. The research data is 
recorded with Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) so that other 
wildlife conservation projects will be able to use it. 
Watch the Yellow Wagtail Project video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1M25Ui1ewqA 
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