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Origins in UK: Report of National Parks
Committee 1931 (Addison report)

In discussing the South Downs:

“There would be provided a 70 mile walk along a green
ridgeway, through typical English country, with
convenient halts and camping sites at regular intervals”

(Is this the first documented proposal for a long-distance
route in UK?)
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HEN two American

girls wrote asking ad-

yice about a tramping

holiday in England, T
wondered what they would
think of our island, particu-
larly of the restrictlons placed
in the way of those who wished
to see some of our most capti-
vating scenery.

1f, at the end of their tour, these
visitors from across the Atlantlc
are over-loud in thelr pralses of
thelr natlve “Land of Liberty,"
who shall blame them?

They mention their acqualnt-
ance with the Appalachian Trail,
a footpath that runs for 2,000
miles through the Eastern States
from Maine to Georgla, established
by tramping, mountaineering and
other open-alr organisations, and
generously aided by the Govern-
ment and State authorities,
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N OW this path has been
eclipsed by the John
Mulr Trall which reaches from the
Canadian border through Wash-
fngton, Oregon and Callfornia to
Mexico. For 2,500 miles without
any slogging on hard roads, one
may follow this track over lofLy
peaks, by deep-cleft canyons and
through great National Parks and
reserves saved for all time from
spollation by unplanned and irre-
sponsible bullding.

After allowing for difference in
geographical scale, what can we in
FEngland offer to compare with
these enterprises?

Many have been closed, hut new
ones are gnknown,

What will our visitors think of
ane of the most prevalent features
in our landseape — ' Trespassers
Wil Be Prosecuted "?

HEREVER they go,

{rom Kent to Cornwall,
from Sussex to the Solway, they
will see these wooden Hars; on the
edge of many a tempting wood
they will be confronted with the
blatant warning. By the banks of
lurlng rivers, en bare downlands
and shaggy moors they will read
“ girietly Private,”

They will discaver that though
walking 15 a most popular pastime
with thousands of devotees. yet
nielther natlonally nor locally has
there been any serlous effort to
meet the needs of the growlng
army of young folk attracted to
the healthiest form of recreation,

True enough we are still blessed
with many a mile of alluring paths
and downland and mountain
tracks, but these form but a small
fraction of our orlginal herltage,
for & cenlury ago probably mno
country in the world had such a
wealth of pedestrlan ways. For
four centurles the Romans were
busy driving thelr stralght roads
across the country. Some of
these are the foundations of our
modern roads, some linger as grass-
grown tracks, others have vanished
beneath cultivation or the spread
of towns. Medleval pllgrims and
traders have left their imprint.
Drovers, pack-horses, shepherds,
landworkers and miners have left
thelr complement to the criss-
cross pattern, once well etehed in
the face of the lJand, but now otften
obliterated or only faintly visible.

Many of these ancient ways fell
into oblivion, and many more have
peen deliberately closed to the
public, sometimes after expensive
litigation and often enough, for
the lack of a village Hampden,
without legal sanction. OtLhers
have only been retalned by bitter

and costly struggles and though
the Rights of Way Act has simpli-
fied Lhe procedure, 1t is still neces-
sary to be ever on the watch to
prevent further encroachments.

Nowhere in Britaip are the re-
strictlons so rigld, and paths so
few as in the Peak District ot
Derhyshlre.
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O wonder the Man-
chester and Sheffield
Ramblers continue to press for the
passing of the Access to Mountalns
Bl o mepsure which would pro-
yide that “ No owner or occupier
of uncultivated mountalin or moor-
iand shall be abls to exclude any
person from wal
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Source: Daily Telegraph 23 April 2005

 Green dream

Trail

By TOM
STEPHENSON

would, with the passing years, en-
grave on the race of the land,

+ High Cup Nick (top) and ‘founder’ Tom Stephenson

portals of Gordale, and then over
Fountains Fell and the dome of
Penyghent they would strike the
packhorse tratl into Wensleydale.

The mngic dell of Hardraw, wilh
its plunging beck, would be visited
en route for the far recesses of
Upper Swaledale. From Keld they
would turn to Tan Hill with its
litble whitewashed inn on o wind-
swept moor with the authority of
the Ordnance Survey to refute the
claims of would-be rivals as the
highest licensed house In England,
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N aecrvoss “ Stalnmoor's

shapeless swell," Dbe-
tween Tees and Eden, the way
would wind through bewitching
desolalion by barren lLaunts of
ployer and curlew, over seemingly
endless moors Lo the crest of Cross

Fell, the Pennlnes' topmost height.
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Origins Iin UK: Report of the Committee on Land
Utilisation in Rural Areas 1942 (Scott report)

“The principle that the countryside is the heritage of all
Involves the corollary that there must be facility of access
for all”

“The recognition of such schemes for main hikers’
highways as the proposed Pennine Way”

“The re-opening of the old coastguard path as a right of
way for walkers round the whole coastline of England
and Wales”



Origins in UK: National Parks in England and Wales
(Dower report, 1945)

“A first main installment of decisions (which should
Include schemes for the Pennine Way and other long-
distance walking routes referred to in the Scott report)
should be reached and put into execution as soon as
possible”. (p38)



Origins in UK: Report of the National Parks Committee 1947 (Hobhouse)

“We also attach importance to the provision of long
distance paths and bridleways in and between
National Parks and Conservation Areas. There
should be continuous routes which will enable walkers
and riders to travel the length and breadth of the
Parks, moving as little as possible on the motor roads.

The most widely advocated perhaps is the Pennine
Way. Other attractive routes are the Ridgeway...the
Pilgrim’s Way...the South Downs path...the Offa’s
Dyke Path...and the Roman Wall Track from
Newcastle to the Solway”. (p67)



Origins in UK: 1949 NPACA — Sections 51 - 55
‘Long Distance Routes’

“Where it appears to the Commission as respect any
part of England or Wales that the public should be
enabled to make extensive journeys on foot or
horseback being a route for which the whole or greater
part does not pass along roads used mainly by vehicles
the Commission may prepare and submit to the Minister
a report under this section”



Trail Report approved Opened

Pennine Way 1951 1965
Cleveland Way 1965 1969
Pembrokeshire Coast 1953 1970
Path

Offa’s Dyke Path 1955 1971
South Downs Way 1963 1972
South West Coast Path 1952 - 1963 1973 - 1978
Ridgeway 1972 1973
North Downs Way 1969 1978
Wolds Way 1977 1982
E%%Csltéil;samay & Norfolk 1982 1986
Thames Path 1989 1996
Hadrian’s Wall Path 1994 2003
Glyndwr’'s Way 2000 2002
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