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Origins in UK: Report of National Parks 
Committee 1931 (Addison report)

         
     In discussing the South Downs:

    “There would be provided a 70 mile walk along a green 
ridgeway, through typical English country, with 
convenient halts and camping sites at regular intervals” 

   (Is this the first documented proposal for a long-distance 
route in UK?)



Source: Daily Telegraph 23rd April 2005



    “The principle that the countryside is the heritage of all 
involves the corollary that there must be facility of access 
for all” 

    “The recognition of such schemes for main hikers’ 
highways as the proposed Pennine Way”

    “The re-opening of the old coastguard path as a right of 
way for walkers round the whole coastline of England 
and Wales”

Origins in UK: Report of the Committee on Land 
Utilisation in Rural Areas 1942 (Scott report)



Origins in UK: National Parks in England and Wales  
(Dower report, 1945)

   
    “A first main installment of decisions (which should 

include schemes for the Pennine Way and other long-
distance walking routes referred to in the Scott report) 
should be reached and put into execution as soon as 
possible”. (p38)



Origins in UK: Report of the National Parks Committee 1947 (Hobhouse)

“We also attach importance to the provision of long 
distance paths and bridleways in and between 
National Parks and Conservation Areas.  There 
should be continuous routes which will enable walkers 
and riders to travel the length and breadth of the 
Parks, moving as little as possible on the motor roads. 

The most widely advocated perhaps is the Pennine 
Way.  Other attractive routes are the Ridgeway...the 
Pilgrim’s Way...the South Downs path...the Offa’s 
Dyke Path...and the Roman Wall Track from 
Newcastle to the Solway”. (p67)



Origins in UK: 1949 NPACA – Sections 51 - 55
‘Long Distance Routes’

    “Where it appears to the Commission as respect any 
part of England or Wales that the public should be 
enabled to make extensive journeys on foot or 
horseback being a route for which the whole or greater 
part does not pass along roads used mainly by vehicles 
the Commission may prepare and submit to the Minister 
a report under this section”



Trail Report approved Opened

Pennine Way 1951 1965

Cleveland Way 1965 1969

Pembrokeshire Coast 
Path

1953 1970

Offa’s Dyke Path 1955 1971

South Downs Way 1963 1972

South West Coast Path 1952 - 1963 1973 - 1978

Ridgeway 1972 1973

North Downs Way 1969 1978

Wolds Way 1977 1982

Peddars Way & Norfolk 
Coast Path

1982 1986

Thames Path 1989 1996

Hadrian’s Wall Path 1994 2003

Glyndŵr’s Way 2000 2002

Cotswold Way 1998 2007



HMSO 1931 
Cmd 3851

HMSO 1942
Cmd 6378



HMSO 1945
Cmd 6628

HMSO 1947
Cmd 7121 
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